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STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

EVERY FRIDAY DURING 

LENT AT 7PM. 

St. Maryôs Altar Society 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Sunday, February 19, 2012 

(after 10:30am mass) 

TRAVELING MONSTRANCE 

@ ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH 

(See Schedule in Vocations) 



Church Information 
Celebration of the Eucharist 

St. Mary ~ Plantersville  St. Joseph ~ Stoneham 

Monday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

First Fridays 
Saturday 
Sunday 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
9:00 am 
5:30 pm 

7:45, 9 & 10:30 am 

 Tuesday 
Sunday 

9:00 am 
7:30 am 

    

 

    

Church Organizations / Ministries at St. Maryõs and St. Josephõs 

AA              Leland Fougeron                  936-825-2709 

Annulments            Walter & Francell Busa                936-870-4145 

Annulments      Wes & Linda Hubert   936-449-6868 

Business Manager     Ron Carroll    936-894-2223 

Music Ministry           Linda Armstrong      936-825-0565 

St. Maryôs Altar Society          Elaine Carroll     936-582-2691 

St. Josephôs Altar Society         Kaky Wetuski       936-894-2307 

Altar Servers            Wanda OôBrien       936-597-6328 

Baptism Preparation for Infants to 5       Gaby Tryon       936-448-1342 

Baptism Preparation for Infants to 5      Maria Pena     916-240-3403 

CCE / RE            Cheryl Schratwieser     936-449-6136 

The Domino Club           Parish Office     936-894-2223 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion     Bob Armstrong       936-825-0565 

Gabriel Project           Wanda OôBrien       936-597-6328 

Godôs Gardeners           Roy Klaus       832-419-6027 

Guardian Angels (Seniors)         Laveta Malek       936-894-2465 

Helping Hearts Bereavement        Mildred Rosenberg     936-873-2579 

Homebound Ministry     Larry & Patty Decker   936-445-6078 

Lectors             John Welsh       936-597-8910 

Marriage Preparation           Walter & Francell Busa     936-870-4145 

Ministers of Hospitality          Micki Tichacek       936-597-7010 

Natural Family Planning         Gerard & Amy Kubelka     936-273-9837 

Pro-Life Outreach           Nance Shaw       936-894-2512 

RCIA / Adult Faith Formation        Don Picard    936-697-0195 

St. Maryôs Cemetery Association        Mildred Rosenberg     936-873-2579 

St. Josephôs Cemetery Association       Leland Fougeron      936-825-2709 

St. Maryôs Corner Shoppe         Ethel Barbossa       936-588-4053 

St. Maryôs Menôs Club          Larry Alexander     936-588-8908 

Stitchinô Sisters           Geraldine Ulbricht     936-582-4574 

St. Vincent de Paul (for assistance call 936-894-2362)   C.J. LeBlanc       936-597-7924 

T.O.P.S.             Pam Evans       936-419-6099 

Write for Life            Bob Dean       936-582-6314 

Vocations Committee          Richard Zajac       936-588-1903 

Sacrament of Penance 
      Wednesday          6:30 - 8:30 pm    (By Appointment Only) 
         Saturday          4:45 - 5:15 pm           
           Sunday          (By Appointment Only)  

Sacramental Information 
Please call the parish office for information concerning Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, or Anointing of the Sick.  

Preparation and registration is necessary in advance for Baptisms, and at least eight months prior to anticipated wedding 
date.  Holy Communion will be brought to the sick by the Pastor or one of the Extraordinary Ministers upon request. 



Liturgical Readings for February, 2012 

HEREõS A HEAD START  
FOR NEXT MONTHé 
 
 

FRI., MARCH 2 
9:00AMñFIRST FRIDAY MASS @  
ST. MARYõS 
7:00PMñLIVING STATIONS OF 
THE CROSSñSM HALL 
 
 

      
   

SAT., MARCH 10 
9:30AM-2PMñLITURGICAL 
MINISTERS WORKSHOP  
IN CHURCH & HALL 

Mass Intentions for the 1st week of March, 2012 
 

3/1/12       9:00am @ St. Maryõs Ron Pelopida & John Montgomery 
3/2/12    9:00am @ St. Maryõs Joe Leners & Frances Leners 
3/3/12    5:30pm @ St. Maryõs Eugene Kopecky 
3/4/12    7:30am @ St. Josephõs John & Eva Diehl 
3/4/12      7:45am @ St. Maryõs Pro Populo 
3/4/12    9:00am @ St. Maryõs Carl Wren & Bill Wren 
3/4/12    10:30am @ St. Maryõs Jack & Corky Bodman 
3/5/12    9:00am @ St. Maryõs Agnes Pavlock 
3/6/12    9:00am @ St. Josephõs Rosalie Mattern 
3/7/12    9:00am @ St. Maryõs Lavail Lott 
3/8/12    9:00 am @ St. Maryõs Joe & Verna Pavlock Carver 
3/9/12    NO MASS 
3/10/12    5:30pm @ St. Maryõs Barbara Swonke (1st Anniv. 
         of Death 3-9-11) 

FEBRUARY, 2012 
CŜō мΥ н {Ƴ нпΥнΣф-мт  ω tǎ онΥм-нΣрΣсΣт ω aƪ сΥм-с 
CŜō н ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΥ aŀƭ оΥм-п ω tǎ нпΥтΣуΣфΣмл ω IŜō нΥмп-му ω [ƪ нΥнн-пл 
CŜō о ώ{ǘΦ .ƭŀƛǎŜΤ {ǘΦ !ƴǎƎŀǊϐΥ {ƛǊ птΥн-мм ω tǎ муомΣптΣрлΣрм ω aƪ сΥмп-нф 
CŜō п ώ.±aϐΥ м YƎǎ оΥп-мо ω tǎ ммфΥфΣмлΣммΣмнΣмоΣмп ω aƪ сΥол-оп 
CŜō р CƛƊƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜΥ Wō тΥм-пΣс-т ω tǎ мптΥм-нΣо-пΣр-с ω м /ƻǊ фΥмс-мфΣнн-но ω aƪ мΥнф-оф 
CŜō с {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ aƛƪƛ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎΥ м YƎǎ уΥм-тΣф-мо ω tǎ монΥс-тΣу-мл ω aƪ сΥро-рс 
CŜō тΥ м YƎǎ уΥнн-ноΣнт-ол ω tǎ упΥоΣпΣрΣмлΣмм ω aƪ тΥм-мо 
CŜō у ώ{ǘΦ WŜǊƻƳŜ 9ƳƛƭƛŀƴƛΤ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘƛƴŜ .ŀƪƘƛǘŀϐΥ м YƎǎ млΥм-мл ω tǎ отΥр-сΣол-омΣоф-пл ω aƪ тΥмп-но 
CŜō фΥ м YƎǎ ммΥп-мо ω tǎ млсΥо-пΣор-осΣотΣпл ω aƪ тΥнп-ол 
CŜō мл {ǘΦ {ŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎŀΥ м YƎǎ ммΥнф-онΤ мнΥмф ω tǎ умΥмл-ммΣмн-моΣмп-мр ω aƪ тΥом-от 
CŜō мм ώhǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳǊŘŜǎϐΥ м YƎǎ мнΥнс-онΤ моΥоо-оп ω tǎ млсΥс-тΣмф-нлΣнм-нн ω aƪ уΥм-мл 
CŜō мн {ƛȄǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜΥ [Ǿ моΥм-нΣпп-пс ω tǎ онΥм-нΣрΣмм ω м /ƻǊ млΥомτммΥм ω aƪ мΥпл-пр 
CŜō моΥ Wŀǎ мΥм-мм ω tǎ ммфΥстΣсуΣтмΣтнΣтрΣтс ω aƪ уΥмм-мо 
CŜō мп {ǘǎΦ /ȅǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǳǎΥ Wŀǎ мΥмн-му ω tǎ фпΥмн-моΣмп-мрΣму-мф ω aƪ уΥмп-нм 
CŜō мрΥ Wŀǎ мΥмф-нт ω tǎ мрΥн-оΣо-пΣр ω aƪ уΥнн-нс 
CŜō мсΥ Wŀǎ нΥм-ф ω tǎ опΥн-оΣп-рΣс-т ω aƪ уΥнт-оо 
CŜō мт ώ¢ƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ Iƻƭȅ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛǘŜ hǊŘŜǊϐΥ Wŀǎ нΥмп-нпΣнс ω tǎ ммнΥм-нΣо-пΣр-с ω aƪ уΥопτфΥм 
CŜō му ώ.±aϐΥ Wŀǎ оΥм-мл ω tǎ мнΥн-оΣп-рΣт-у ω aƪ фΥн-мо 
CŜō мф {ŜǾŜƴǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜΥ Lǎ поΥму-мфΣнм-ннΣнпō-нр ω tǎ пмΥн-оΣп-рΣмо-мп ω н /ƻǊ мΥму-нн ω aƪ 
нΥм-мн 
CŜō нлΥ Wŀǎ оΥмо-му ω tǎ мфΥуΣфΣмлΣмр ω aƪ фΥмп-нф 
CŜō нм ώ{ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ 5ŀƳƛŀƴϐΥ Wŀǎ пΥм-мл ω tǎ ррΥт-уΣф-млΣмл-ммΣно ω aƪ фΥол-от 

Ҍ [9b¢ 
CŜō нн !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΥ Wƭ нΥмн-му ω tǎ рмΥо-пΣр-сΣмн-моΣмпΣмт ω н /ƻǊ рΥнлτсΥн ω aǘ сΥм-сΣмс-му 
CŜō но ώ{ǘΦ tƻƭȅŎŀǊǇϐΥ 5ǘ олΥмр-нл ω tǎ мΥм-нΣоΣпΣс ω [ƪ фΥнн-нр 
CŜō нпΥ Lǎ руΥм-фŀ ω tǎ рмΥо-пΣр-сΣму-мф ω aǘ фΥмп-мр 
CŜō нрΥ Lǎ руΥфō-мп ω tǎ усΥм-нΣо-пΣр-с ω [ƪ рΥнт-он 
CŜō нс CƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ [ŜƴǘΥ Dƴ фΥу-мр ω tǎ нрΥп-рΣс-тΣу-ф ω м tǘ оΥму-нн ω aƪ мΥмн-мр 
CŜō нтΥ [Ǿ мфΥм-нΣмм-му ω tǎ мфΥуΣфΣмлΣмр ω aǘ нрΥом-пс 
CŜō нуΥ Lǎ ррΥмл-мм ω tǎ опΥп-рΣс-тΣмс-мтΣму-мф ω aǘ сΥт-мр 
CŜō нфΥ Wƻƴ оΥм-мл ω tǎ рмΥо-пΣмн-моΣму-мф ω [ƪ ммΥнф-он 
 
лу ōȅ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ ¦ǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 



St. Maryõs Mass Intentions for February, 2012 
{      } denotes the living 

Wed. 2/1/12 9:00am Marcy Diehl Ellis & Sport Diehl Frank & Minnie Crouch 

Thurs. 2/2/12 9:00am Joan Daniel Mary Feldman 

Fri. 2/3/12 9:00am Jack & Corky Bodman Family 

Sat. 2/4/12 5:30pm Heather Savoy (Anniv. of Death 1/23-/11) Ralph & Katherine Wagner 

Sun. 2/5/12 7:45am Pro Populo (For the People)  

Sun. 2/5/12 9:00am Patt Ballard (Anniv. of Death 1/18/11) Chris Kocian 

Sun. 2/5/12 10:30am Lavail Lott Ray & Marcie Reaves 

Mon. 2/6/12 9:00am George Imhoff & Verna Imhoff Imhoff Family 

Wed. 2/8/12 9:00am Kirby Seale Family 

Thurs. 2/9/12 9:00am Frank Gabriel, Jr. (Anniv. of Death 2/9/11) Juanita Shive 

Sat. 2/11/12 5:30pm Barbara Schratwieser 
(Anniversary of Death 2/7/11) 

Family 

Sun. 2/12/12 7:45am Ruth Peoples Frank & Carol Groves 

Sun. 2/12/12 9:00am Pro Populo (For the People)  

Sun. 2/12/12 10:30am Joseph A. Mock Rose Mock 

Mon. 2/13/12 9:00am Bette Crowe (Anniv. of Death 2/13/11) Family 

Wed. 2/15/12 9:00am Teddy Hoffart William, Bonnie & Aunt Eva 
Wischnewsky 

Thurs. 2/16/12 9:00am Frances Campbell Tom & Kaky Wetuski 

Sat. 2/18/12 5:30pm Carl Wren (Anniversary of Death 2/17/11) 
& Bill Wren 

Helen Gautier 

Sun. 2/19/12 7:45am Pro Populo (For the People)  

Sun. 2/19/12 9:00am Mary Rex Pat Wren 

Sun. 2/19/12 10:30am Bob Feldman St. Maryõs Altar Society 

Mon 2/20/12 9:00am Pauline Phelps Roberta Abramson 

Wed. 2/22/12 7:00am 
9:00am 
7:00pm 

Manuel Plocheck 
Louis & Harold Lebeck 

Frank Hoffart 

Mary Chastang 
Jerry & Martha Vickery 

Felix & Rose Kimich 

Thurs. 2/23/12 9:00am JoAnn Mannina (Anniv. of Death 2/23/11) Sandra Naski-Rios 

Sat. 2/25/12 5:30pm Diane Melchor (Anniv. of Death 2/25/11) Family 

Sun. 2/26/12 7:45am Pro Populo (For the People)  

Sun. 2/26/12 9:00am Bill Mahoney Marilyn Mahoney 

Sun. 2/26/12 10:30am {Anthony & Sue Malfitano} Charles & Margaret Wick 

Mon. 2/27/12 9:00am Joe Lebeck Jerry & Martha Vickery 

Wed. 2/29/12 9:00am J.C. Potter 
Rev. David Noble 

Max & Barbara Kapchinski 

    

    

    

    Date         Mass Time                               Intention                                              Requested By 



{    } denotes the living 

Date Mass Time Intention Requested By 

Sun. 2/5/12 7:30am Alan Hyman Family 

Tues. 2/7/12 9:00am Mark Novakosky 
Philip Novakosky 

Mary Ann Novakosky 
Sylvia Corolla 

Sun. 2/12/12 7:30am Tony & Sally Wetuski Wetuski Family 

Tues. 2/14/12 9:00am Living & Deceased Members of the SJAS St. Josephõs Altar Society 

Sun. 2/19/12 7:30am Stash McClosky & John McClosky Imhoff Family 

Tues. 2/21/12 9:00am Anton Fridye Rufus & Theresa Gorney 

Wed. 2/22/12 12:15pm Albert Noskrent Charlie, Helen & Matt Burzynski 

Sun. 2/26/12 7:30am Janie Wisnoski Harold Wisnoski 

Tues. 2/28/12 9:00am Rufus Uilkie August & Elizabeth Nowak 

    

    

    

    

St. Josephõs Mass Intentions for February, 2012 

ST. JOSEPHõS MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY & MARCH 

Date Lector Eucharist Ministers Sacristan  

February 5 Michelle Wetuski Helen Caves & Theresa Rausheck Charlie Burzynski  

February 12 Nance Shaw William Gorney  & Joanne Wiseneske William Gorney  

February 19 Theresa Rausheck Howard & Nance Shaw Howard Shaw  

February 26 Tom Wetuski Leland & Barbara Fougeron Charlie Burzynski  

March 4 Bernadine Syzdek Helen Caves & Theresa Rausheck Leland Fougeron  

     March 11 Charlie Burzynski William Gorney  & Joanne Wiseneske William Gorney  

March 18 Kaky Wetuski Howard & Nance Shaw Charlie Burzynski  

March 25 Leland Fougeron Leland & Barbara Fougeron Howard Shaw  

     

     

     

Candles & Throats  
Candlemas Day or  

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord - Thurs., Feb. 2  
Feast of St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr - Fri., Feb. 3  

 

Letôs do óem both on Sunday, February 5th! 
  

 On the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, the blessing 
of candles takes place.  All are invited to bring candles to the Mass 
you attend to have them blessed for personal and family use.  
Place them on the table set up in the Sanctuary and pick them up 
at the end of Mass.  The Corner Shoppe at St. Mary will have can-
dles available for purchase before each Mass.   
 Throats will also be blessed after each Mass, a blessing 
associated with St. Blaise and his healing of throats.   
Because of the time constraint at St. Mary, the blessing 
will take place in the hall after the 7:45am & 9:00am 
Masses.  Of course, the Feasts will be celebrated on the 
actual day.  Just the special blessings on Sunday, and 
again on the actual day.  

CONFESSION 

SCHEDULE 

DURING LENT 
 

WEDNESDAYS: 

6:30-8:30pm 

FRIDAYS: 

6:30-7:00pm 

 
(& also before 

Stations of the 

Cross & after 

Stations as 

needed) 



 I know that I am one of the most blessed and luckiest pastors in our Arch-

diocese.  Not only do I have two of the most historic and beautiful churches, but 

also the most generous and supportive flock a pastor could pray for.  I am amazed 

at the outpouring of volunteers who give so much time and energy in all the areas 

of ministries and activities.  I am humbled at the generous response each Sunday 

in the collection, especially in these uncertain and difficult economic times.  It is 

because of your generous stewardship of time, talent and treasure that we have been able to ac-

complish so much.  As you are good stewards, so do I and the staff of our parish office strive to 

be good stewards of your stewardship.   We are constantly trying to find ways to improve on our 

response to your needs and economize where possible in those areas where cost is involved.  

 One of the unique features of our parish community has been our monthly bulletin.  This 

is a concept that I began in my previous parish of St. Mary [now Katherine Drexel] in Hemp-

stead.  I have always thought that a monthly bulletin would give parishioners a convenient and 

timely way to plan their family, social, school and church activities.  A monthly bulletin also has 

the ability to allow the different ministries and activities to communicate with the parish family 

with more than just a one-liner announcing an event or meeting.  I have always seen the month-

ly bulleting also as a resource for future generations and visitors, giving them a look into the life 

of the parish.  A monthly bulletin has allowed a number of authors and articles of interest to dif-

ferent segments of the parish to be included and looked forward to.  I personally have enjoyed 

this, my monthly óarticleô, which [believe it or not] takes quite a bit of time to write.  Finding the 

time to sit and compose at the computer is the most difficult part of the exercise.  There are 

times were it not for Gailôs persistence; a blank page would have appeared.   

 However, the cost of printing the bulletin in its present format has become quite an ex-

pense.  Not because of the printer.  Mr. Jimmy Joy has done an outstanding job printing the bul-

letin and doing so at a cost for the product that is fair.  The underlying fact is that the bulletin 

has grown to such an extent that itôs not so much a bulletin but a magazine that has become very 

expensive to produce.  Asking around, I myself have begun to wonder how thoroughly the bulle-

tin was read. 

 Of course, a weekly bulletin has its advantages and disadvantages.  Announcements will 

have to be succinct.  Donôt even look for an article from me each weeké.ha. Maybe once a 

month as a present.  Some of the more interesting and informative articles will have to be elimi-

nated due to space.  Letôs hope that the weekly bulletin format will give you, the parishioner, the 

information you need and are looking for and be a tool for deepening the life of our parish com-

munity as this present monthly bulletin has for over twelve years. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

AND NOW A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR... 

 

    BELLS, BELLS, BELLS 
Bell Practice--Mondays at 6pm 

 

The Bells of St. Maryôs meet every  

Monday night at 6pm to 7:30pm. 

For more information, call St. 

Maryôs or Annette Young at 

281-536-8681. 

St. Maryõs Adult Choir Practice 
is every Thursday night at 7 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Call 
Linda Armstrong 

for more information. 



                     

THE INTENTIONS OF THE POPE  
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY  

 

To better know óthe concrete problems that trouble the Universal  

Church, especially those of the missions,ô the Holy Father asks that his  

monthly intentions be ñthe object of knowledgeable and responsible  

prayer on the part of the people of God.ò 
 

General Intention:  Access to Water. That all peoples may have access to water and other resources 

needed for daily life. 
 

Missionary Intention:  Health Workers. That the Lord may sustain the efforts of health workers 
assisting the sick and elderly in the worldôs poorest regions. 

DIOCESAN SERVICES FUND 
2012 DSF Appeal will begin on the weekend of February 11 & 12. 

Bring your pledges to church. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DSF goals for St. Josephôs is $8,600.00 & St. Maryôs is 68,970.00. 
 

Any shortfall of donations must be made up by the parish; 

1/2 of all overages are returned to the parish. 

~ SECOND COLLECTIONS ~ 
 

February 22, 2012 (Ash Wednesday) 
Archdiocesan Social Ministries Collection 

 

Support for various pastoral  projects throughout Latin America and the Caribbean is made possible 
through this collection. Projects are at the continental, regional, diocesan and local levels, and include 
the work of evangelization, formation of laity, religious and seminarians, as well as youth ministry and 
catechesis. Funding is limited to programmatic expenses and excludes building construction. 

& 

Black and Indian Missions CollectionðFebruary 26 
The National Black and Indian Missions Collection, mandated by the III Plenary Council in 1884, em-
bodies the Churchôs concern for evangelizing Black, American Indian, Eskimo and Aleut peoples in the 

United States. These needs exist throughout the country. Each year, 
bishops appeal for help in the great and growing task of parish evangelization. 

The collection is needed now more than ever. 

Ash WednesdayðFebruary 22, 2012 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten Season. It is observed by 

fasting, abstinence (from meat) and repentance. Mass times on Ash Wednesday are: 

           ST. JOSEPHôS              ST. MARYôS 

                        12:15pm       7:00am, 9:00am & 7:00pm 



STATIONS OF THE CROSS, LENT 2012 
 

The Communities of St. Mary and St. Joseph 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, come and pray the Stations of the Cross after each 

Wednesday 9:00 am Mass during Lent and at 7:00 pm on each Friday of Lent. Stations on 

Wednesdayôs will be led by one of our Parish Adult Catechists and on Fridayôs by Parish groups  

indicated below. Confession will be available at 6:30 pm before each Friday Way of the Cross. 

 Isnôt the Way of the Cross the way of every personôs life? Every life has suffering, hurts,  

burial and resurrection.  Itôs been a Catholic tradition through centuries to meditate on each Station 

so that each one may guide our life. 

 All Stations of the Cross will be at St Maryôs with one exception, April 6th, Good Friday.  

Stations on Good Friday will be at St Joseph. Additionally, Guides for Stations will be available 

throughout Lent in both Church vestibules.  Please use them as needed, at the times you choose. 

 Date                         Leader 

 February 24 Father EdðóThe Scriptural Way of the Crossô 

 March 2 Confirmation StudentsðóLiving Stationsô at St Maryôs Pavilion,  

   in Parish Hall if rain. 

 March 9 RCIA TeamðóThe Pilgrimage Way of the Cross, Our Baptismal Journeyô  

 March 16 St. Maryôs Altar SocietyðóMaryôs Way of the Crossô 

 March 23 Pro-Life MinistriesðóStations for Abortion Victimsô 

 March 30 St. Maryôs Menôs ClubðóThe Scriptural Way of the Crossô 

 April 6  St. Josephôs Altar SocietyðóMaryôs Way of the Crossô   
 (Good Friday) 

LENT: Start Small  
I grew up in a place where the ghost of John Knox presided over most things with a disapproving frown. But I could still 
tell when it was Lent. The chocolate supply largely dried up at home and in the playground; teachers who had given up 
caffeine would be operating on hair-trigger tempers; dinner with Catholic friends would inevitably involve some variation 
on the theme of crabsticks. Lent seemed to make people so fractious and stroppy that for a long time I was hesitant 

about suggesting that people should give things up at all. I thought you could more helpfully take something up insteadðlike volun-
teering, or giving your time or your money to charity. 
 Nowadays, Iôm not so sure. We are people of overwhelming and indiscriminate desires. We want this and we want that, but 
most of all, we want. Giving things up for Lent hasðin my experienceða couple of  
obvious benefits. 
 The first is that you find out how much of a hold the world has on you. Most of us would nod sagely in agreement, but I 
suspect that very few of us really see what it means. We like to think of ourselves being fairly happy to give up anything for God just 
like that, with a snap of our fingers, but when it comes to the crunch, most of us find it just too hard even to give up something that 
doesnôt matter. I have a fantasy of standing up to lions in the colosseum, but I find myself snapping at the waitress because the res-
taurant is out of my favorite dessert. 
 We are not in shape, and we are also delusional. Weôre the spiritual equivalent of the 78-pound weakling in the advertise-
ments on the back of old magazines. We just canôt understand it when people kick sand in our face. The second benefit of giving 
things up is that you also find, at the end of Lent, how good the things God has given you really are. The things youôve given up come 
to you fresh, almost as if youôd never enjoyed them before. When you can have them any time you want, they become commonplace. 
 Very often I mess up and donôt quite manage the discipline, but Iôve learned something about myself in the process. I often 
hoodwink myself. Iôm able to satisfy my worldly cravings even when I didnôt realize I was doing it. And Iôve learned something about 
the things God has given me, which are huge pleasuresðuntil I take them for granted. 
 So, this Lent, just give up something. Almost anything will do, because once you give it up, youôll want it. Start small, but 
start.                                                  Lynda Patterson 



 

Just fill out the attached form, attach payment,  and either give it to 

Linda Armstrong or Liz Torres, or turn it in at the office. 

This retreat is set for Feb. 24-26ðDonôt delay, sign up now!! 
 

Name:_____________________________________________Home Phone: ______________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________ Work Phone: ______________ 

 

Cash:$190.00   Check: $190.00 

Pay by Credit card:    VISA        MC      Discover         Amex       Date:_______________ 

Card Expires: ________    _______________________________________   Amount: $190.00 

          Authorized Signature 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Print Cardholderôs Name 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARYôS ï ST. JOSEPHôS PARISH MISSION 2012 
 

Monday, February 13, 2012 

ñProcessing our Guiltò 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012 

ñTransforming our Fears intoFaithò 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

ñThe Journey to Becoming A Whole Personò   

         &ÁÔÈÅÒ 4ÏÍ !ÌÌÅÎÄÅÒȟ 3* 
 

Father Tom Allender, nationally known author of ñGod Loves an Unmade Bedò and preacher has given 

over 2,000 Parish Missions under the general theme of ñLifeôs Journeyò. Each dayôs talk is given twice. 

Over the past 30 years, Father Tom has developed a witty and energetic speaking style and spirituality 

grounded in the psychological realities of our everyday lives. It is from within this spirituality that he 

helps us recognize, convincingly, that God loves us unconditionally.  
 

Father Tom will introduce the Mission at all Masses February 11th and 12th 

Morning Sessions: 9:00 AM Mass followed by Mission   

Evening Sessions: Monday 7:00 PM; Tuesday 7:30 PM; Wednesday 7:00 PM 
LOCATION: ST. MARYôS CHURCH, PLANTERSVILLE, TEXAS 

For information on the Mission and volunteering to help, call Fred Seale 936-582-7095 



FAITH FORMATION  
C.C.E. | BAPTISM | ADULT FORMATION 
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7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρÓÔ ÁÔ φȡππ ÐÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

(ÁÌÌ 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςφÔÈ  
&ÉÒÓÔ 3ÁÃÒÁÍÅÎÔÓȟ )30ȟ  
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÁÔÅÃÈÕÍÅÎÁÔÅȟ ÁÎÄ  
&ÁÍÉÌÙ #ÁÔÅÃÈÅÓÉÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔȢ 

 

'ŒŖœňŏ Œŉ -ńŗŗŋňŚ 
ςτ ×ÅÅË ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ 

3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ςπρρ-!ÐÒÉÌ ςπρς 

&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ &ÒÅÄÄÉÅ 3ÅÁÌÅȢ  

  (ÏÍÅȡ ɉωσφɊ υψς-χπωυ  

  #ÅÌÌȡ ɉςρτɊ υσυ-φτψψ 

  %ÍÁÉÌȡ ÆÓÅÁÌÅςͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 
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'ÏÄÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÓ 
×ÅÌÌȢ 7Å ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ   
ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÃÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÌÁÓÓȢ  
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4ÈÅ ÎÅØÔ "ÁÐÔÉÓÍ 0ÒÅÐ #ÌÁÓÓ 

×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎȡ 
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Adult Confirmation Classes for 2012 Is Here!  
 

 All Catholic Adults (18 and over and not in high school) who have 
not been confirmed have the opportunity to attend 

Adult Confirmation Classes this spring to prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation by the Bishop on 

Pentecost Sunday, May 27. 
  

Complete this form and return it to the parish office or drop in the collection basket. 
Please pre-register so as to confirm the number of books needed. 

Classes will be held on Sundays (per the schedule below) 
upstairs in St. Maryõs Family Life Center from 11:30am-1:15pm. 

 

Calendar of Classes: 
April 15, April 22, April 29, May 6, May 20 

 

 
 

 

Remember:  Confirmation, rather than imparting the Spirit, is a release of the gifts and powers of the 
Spirit in the life of the individual.  Among the effects of Confirmation is the strengthening to proclaim 
and defend the faith in the power of the Holy Spirit.  As with all sacraments, Confirmation is effective in 
the dispensation of graces. Confirmation is the third of 3 Sacraments of Initiation and completes oneôs 
Christian Baptism. Just a reminder: All adults are only in full communion with the Roman Catholic 
Church if they have completed all 3 Sacraments of Initiation. 
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
CONFIRMATION SIGN-UP: 

 

NAME______________________________________________  BIRTHDATE_________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY_______________________________________STATE___________________ZIP_________________ 

PHONE CONTACTS (Home, Work, Cell, Parents, etc.)___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BRING COPY OF BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE WITH YOU, IF POSSIBLE, ON APRIL 15th. 

((If you do not have one, contact the Church where you were baptized and ask them to send you a copy) 
 
 

For more information: contact Suzanne Hill  
(936) 894-2396 or 713-724-2589 or sehill222@hotmail.com 



 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
2011 Annual Report 

 

It is always nice to have the opportunity to thank the parishioners of St. Mary/St. Joseph 

Parish for the support you continue to give our Saint Vincent de Paul Conference. We are 

starting our tenth year serving the needy in the Plantersville/Grimes County area. Without 

your support, the support from Father Ed and the Parish Staff we would not be able to func-

tion effectively as an organization. For our new parishioners, all of our funding is donated 

through; the Black Bag collections (2), personal donations, small grants, memorials, and several Foundations. 

Our Conference membership now includes 80 active and associate members and utilizes 17 Home Visit teams. 

All of our outreach programs expanded in 2011 compared to previous years.  

 

Outlined below are statistics related to our 2011 Conference activity: 

Total Conference funds expended in support of the needy, $49,744, a 12% increase above 2010.  

We received over 300 calls for assistance of which 74 were new friends/families seeking assistance.  

Our Home Visit teams made 267 home visits, a 17% increase above 2010.  

Our members distributed approximately 360 baskets/bags of groceries. This ñdonatedò food is valued at 

$18,000.  

Our members totaled approximately 5,400 in-service hours. 

Our members drove approximately 19,500 unreimbursed miles in making home visits and supporting our 

conference outreach activities. 

 

One of our major outreach activities involves our collaborative efforts with Entergy Corporation. Our confer-

ence is an ñAgencyò for the Entergy ñPower to Careò program. As such, we service all of Grimes County for 

qualifying senior citizens who are ñEntergyò Customers in assisting with their energy bills. All funds are pro-

vided by the Entergy Power to Care program and are separate from our conference funding. In 2011 we distrib-

uted over $32,200 in utility (electrical/propane) assistance in support of 78 families. Both numbers are signifi-

cantly above our 2010 activity. 

 We were able to continue our efforts started in 2010 to work closely with a local governmental agency 

located in Bryan College Station, the BVCAA, Brazos Valley Community Action Agency. This agency has 

extensive resources available far beyond our capability to give ñextended supportò with rent, wellness pro-

grams, medical, dental, child care, weatherization, etc. We were able to facilitate the access of 23 qualifying 

families in 2011 to the resources of this agency.  

 Your generosity enabled a ñmajorò expansion of our Christmas Family Adoption program. The pro-

gram expanded from 16 donor/sponsor families helping 21 families in 2010, to 46 donor/sponsor families giv-

ing the gift of Christmas to 57 families in 2011.   

 One of our goals in 2011 was to reach out to the youth of the parish and plant the seed of the Vincent 

Spirit of compassion and caring for the needs of others. By year end we had a ñYouth Advocacy Teamò in 

place and working with the CCE program were able to generate 25 Thanksgiving baskets for the needy families 

in the area. Our local 4-H club also contributed service hours and food in support of our Conference activity.  

 If you look at the total impact of our Conference activity that you are making possible, including our 

Conference funding, Power to Care Agency, Food donations, Christmas Adoption, and our BVCAA outreach, 

we are looking at a $125,000 impact on the community.  We cannot measure it, but we trust our Spiritual im-

pact is as significant. 

 If you would like more information or are interested in joining our Society please get in touch with one 

of our board members: Claudia Riedlinger, Sharon Lacy, Nick Lomonte, or C.J LeBlanc. Our Conference 

meets the third Thursday of the month in the Parish Hall at 3:30 p.m. Our meetings are followed by a Mass and 

social gathering. Our mission is to grow closer to Christ individually by seeing His face in the face of the 

needy.  
 Once again, we thank you for the support given our Society as we represent you in helping the needy 

of the Plantersville community. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

On April 23, 1833, Frederic Ozanamôs twentieth birthday, six students met in the office of their mentor Emmanuel Bail-
ly, and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was born.  They resolved to respond to Christôs call by dedicating them-
selves to the poor after the example of St. Vincent de Paul.  Emmanuel Bailly, the eventual president of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, sent Frederic Ozanam and Auguste Le Taillandier to Sister Rosalie Rendu for guidance in their 

work of charity. 
 Sister Rosalie, a Daughter of Charity, was known as ñThe Mother of the Poorò in the Mouffetard Quarter of Paris.  Sister 
Rosalie untiringly cared for, fed, visited consoled, and comforted the poor and destitute.  Every day, in all kinds of weather, Sister 
Rosalie crisscrossed the streets and alleyways of the Mouffetard district, her rosary in her hand and a heavy basket of bread on her 
arm, walking with her God.  She would speak to God of the families she was going to visit, praying for the relief of their sufferings. Daily 
she lived the words that St. Vincent de Paul spoke to the first Daughters of Charity:  ñYou will go and visit the poor ten times a day, and 
ten times a day you will find God there!ò 
 Sister Rosalie told Frederic and the first members of the Society:  ñAlways remember, that if our childhood has been one of 
constant want, perhaps, we too, would have given away to envy and hatred, as I must admit have many of the poor we serve.  Be kind 
and love, for love is your first gift to the poor.  They will appreciate your kindness and your love more than all else you can bring to 
them.  If you wish to be loved, you must love, and if you have nothing to give, give yourself.ò 
 Members of the Society are not merely volunteers.  They are VINCENTIANS!   They strive to better serve the poor through 
prayer, by attending meetings that are dedicated to focusing on the message and example of Sister Rosalie and St. Vincent and grow-
ing in relationship with God and one another. 
 Sister Rosalie was born in France on September 9, 1786, and died February 7, 1856.  She was venerated by Pope John 
Paul II on April 24, 2001, and beatified November 9, 2003.  The feast of Blessed Rosalie Rendu is celebrated on February 7. 
 

Holy God, we thank you for the gift to us of Sister Rosalie Rendu,ññGrant us the grace to be kind and loving. 
For the poor we serve,ññGrant us the grace to serve in love and friendship. 
For the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,ññGrant us the grace to live the spirit of Frederic and Sister Rosalie.      Amen. 

 

We are always happy to welcome new members to 
our St. Vincent de Paul conference.  We meet once 
a month, and our purpose is to reach out to those in  
need while working to improve our own spirituality.  
If you are interested in learning more about our work, 

please contact our president, C. J. LeBlanc at (936) 597-7924. 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: FEBRUARY 16 ~ 3:30 PM ~ SM HALL 

Call 

St. Vincent de Paul 

for assistance,  

936 -894 -2362.  

Saint Vincent de Paul ~ February, 2012 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
hosted by St. Maryôs Altar Society 

 

 

Sunday, 

Feb. 19, 2012 
(after 10:30am mass) 

 

 

Cost per plate: 

$7 for adults ~~ $4 for children 
 

TO GO BOXES WILL BE AVAILABLE 

AFTER THE 9:00AM MASS. 

Celebrating St. Josephõs Feast Day 
5:30 pm Mass @ 

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Stoneham 
followed by the 

STEW SUPPER                            

~Fantastic Beef Stew ~                            

served in parish hall after mass 

with bread & homemade pies  

Thurs., March 15, 2012  

Adults: $7 & Children 12 & under: $4  

Raffle will be held with wonderful prizes.  



 

 

 
 

As many of you know, deacons are assigned two areas of service:  a parish ministry and an archdiocesan 

social ministry.  St. Mary and St. Josephôs are, of course, my parish assignment and prison ministry is my 

archdiocesan social assignment. 

I thought you might be interested in learning more about the prison ministry, particularly, prison conver-

sions.  Iôve asked a couple of inmates to write about their conversions which I will publish in the bulletins 

from time to time. 

 ñThe conversion story has been told time and time again throughout history since Christ Himself 

brought people into communion with Him through His very own words.  Mine is just another in a long list of 

skeptical hearts that was changed from doubting foe to faithful friend and firm believer.  The fact that Christ 

acted in my life to change my heart isnôt all there is to the story.  Itôs also about the place and the people He 

used to make Himself known to me that I find amazing. 

 For the greater part of my adult life I viewed the world through the cold eyes of a skeptic.  Because 

of many negative experiences early on, my life had been spent in doubt when it came to the possibility of a 

caring, loving God.  Donôt get me wrong, I was no anarchist, I lived by a moral code.  There was just no 

place in my cognitive thinking for religion.  That is, until I found myself locked away in a Texas prison sepa-

rated from my children and loved ones. 

 The first year and a half spent behind bars found me hurting and bitter.  I had given all I had to be a 

good father and citizen.  I couldnôt understand how God could punish someone who tried to do right and 

truly cared about himself and others.  For that reason, I wanted nothing to do with religion, especially the 

ñjailhouseò variety.  Iôd heard the stories of how men found faith while they were incarcerated as a way to 

avoid having to deal with the reality of their situation.  That didnôt mean that I didnôt get involved in occa-

sional conversations about faith.  On the contrary, I relished the opportunity for heated discussions which 

allowed me to voice my opinions on the impossibility of a God that would bring so much pain to a manôs life 

who worked so hard at being a good person.  Namely me. 

 It was during one of these discussions that a young man I had earlier befriended offered me a book 

to read that he had recently received on Taoism.  He explained that he had read it and thought it would be 

insightful if I read it also to allow us to discuss the bookôs ideas.  Ah, another chance to blast religion, I 

thought. 

 This routine played out over and over again as the young men would get different books on the reli-

gions of the world and we would find ourselves lost in hours of conversation about the various topics. 

 ñWhy are you ordering all of these books on different religions?ò I asked one day.  ñI thought you 

were a devout Catholic.ò 

 ñI am,ò he replied, ñbut I want to help you find something you believe in.  It doesnôt matter to me 

what it is so long as it gives you hope and brings you peace.  I just want to help you.  Youôre my friend.ò 

 Never in my life has someone used this approach to attempt to convince me of the goodness of reli-

gion.  Thatôs when I questioned, ñWhat about the truth though?ò 

 ñThe truth is:  God loves you and I want to help you realize that,ò came the response. 

 This had been going on for almost two and a half years between us when I finally inquired as to 

whether the young man had any material that explained the Catholic faith.  Surprisingly, he offered me a 

book on the history of the Church from the beginning to the 1800ôs.  It was chock full of so much infor-

mation it made my head spin, but it served to prompt me to ask a number of questions about what the 

Church actually believed.  I was introduced then, to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Wow!  A com-

plete explanation of what the Catholic Church teaches without all the smoke and mirrors. 

 I began studying night and day trying to find the answers to the many questions I had, and the new 

ones that arose.  If I wasnôt reading Church doctrine, I was discussing it with the young man who cared so 

much about my peace that he spent nearly three years helping me search for it.  The obvious next step in my 

eyes was to attend the services provided to us on Catholic studies and to go to Church. 
                           Continued on next page 



DEACON WALTERôS WRITINGS: Continued from previous page 

 
 It was during the Church services that I had the privilege of meeting the men who volunteered to 

bring those services to our unit.  Through them, my every question was answered and patiently explained.  I 

felt, then, that I was truly home.  God had been working on my heart for a number of years.  To see these 

men with real joy and love in their hearts made me yearn to have that same peace.  Thankfully, through the 

process of stripping me of myself and all I had in the world, I was able to be humbled enough to rely on 

faith. 

 Somewhere it is written, ñFaith isnôt truly faith until itôs all you have.ò  I can attest to that. 

 You might ask yourself, where is Christ present in the process of ministering to a group of inmates.  

By the grace of God, I was able to grow enough spiritually to recognize Godôs love in the young man who 

displayed patience and caring through nearly three years of study and discussion to help me find peace.  But 

one of the best examples I have of Christôs presence in His Church came when one of our volunteers was 

asked why he decided to spend his time in prison, teaching and praying with inmates.  The volunteer paused 

to ponder the question a second before removing his glasses to wipe away a single tear that had attempted 

escape by running down his cheek.  ñBecause,ò he choked out the words, ñI love you.  God loves you.ò 

 As children, it was always special when our father said those three simple words to us.  To have our 

Heavenly Father convey His love to us through the actions and words of one of His faithful allows hope to 

flow in my heart.  I know that I am finally home. 

 I pray for all those who are called by God to serve His many ministries.  Through those who answer 

that call, many shall be saved.  I stand as proof.ò 

 This talented brother came into the Catholic Church last Easter season, 2011.  By reading his story, 

you can understand my passion for my prison ministry assignment.  Prison inmates are Godôs children, too.  

Please pray for them and for the volunteers who share the Word with them.  ñThe harvest is plenty, the 

workers are few.ò  Pray and discern whether you also might have a calling for prison ministry. 

 

ST. MARYõS MENõS 

CLUB 
 

 

. . . will be holding their monthly 

meeting on Tuesday, February 21, 

2012.  Dinner will begin at 6:30 

p.m. and the meeting will follow 

at 7:00 p.m. in the SM Hall.  
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If you have been questioning whether to come on a retreat, then let God 
finally remove the question mark and put the period in place. You know 

you always wanted to go, but you always had an excuse. If you are ready, 
so is our God. Join the men of St. Mary/St. Joseph for our 8th Annual 
Menôs Retreat on April 27-29 at Holy Name Retreat Center in Houston. 
Enjoy a private room, with bath, excellent food, beautiful surroundings, 

inspirational presentations and an outstanding opportunity to spend some 
quality time with God. While a donation is requested, financial considera-
tions should never keep anyone from this wonderful spiritual experience.  

 

For more information on the retreat and registration, call: 
Larry Alexander 936-447-6994, Mike Donnellan 936-597-7994, 

C.J. LeBlanc 936-597-7924, Nick Lomonte 936-597-8659, 
Ron Nilson 936-582-6065, Fred Seale 936-582-7095 or 

Richard Zajac 936-588-1903. 

$  $  $CHOLARSHIP $  $  
The St. Maryôs Menôs Club is again sponsoring a 
scholarship for a student within our Parish. Appli-

cants must be active members of St. Mary/St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, be a graduating senior 
and be planning to attend an accredited trade 

school, college or university in 2012. Applications 
will be available through the Parish Office and 

are due into the office by 4:00 PM on 
Friday, April 13 and interviews will be held on 

Saturday morning, April 28. 
The office contact is Gail Sowell. 

ATTENTION GOLFERS! 

Mark your calendars for the  

Eleventh Annual St. Maryôs Menôs Club 

Golf TournamentðWalden 
Monday, April 30, 2012ðMore to come! 
For more information, call Ed Kura @ 936-597-8144.. 



            RCIAñRite of Christian Initiation of Adults    

Are you thinking of becoming a Catholic? 

Or do you know someone interested in the Catholic Faith? 
 

 RCIA òThe Rite of Christian Initiation of Adultsó is the process of educational formation and spiritual 

formation by which adults become full members in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church.  

 We invite all those who are not baptized, those who are baptized in other faiths and those baptized in 

the catholic faith that would like to increase their knowledge in Catholicism.  

 RCIA formation classes have began on Sundayõs at 10:30 am in the family life center. Please find the 

winter calendar posted below in this bulletin. 

 Anyone interested in learning more about the possibility of joining the Roman Catholic Church or is  

interested in increasing their adult faith formation are invited to contact RCIA director Donald A. Picard, Jr. 

at dpicard@consolidated.net or 936-697-0195. 

RCIA Calendar  
Journeying Toward the Sacraments of Initiation  

(Baptism/Confirmation/Holy Eucharist)  
ɉ3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ 
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February 5:   10:30 ï 12:30 ~ Don Picard 
(5 Sun. Ordinary Time) Formation SessionðPaschal Mystery 

BOTW 9:00 Mass (Bill Parsons) 
 

February 12:  12:00 ï 1:30 ~ Fr. Ed 

(6 Sun. Ordinary Time) Formation Session ï The Eucharist 

BOTW 10:00 Mass (Nita Leschinger) 
 

February 19:  10:15 ï 11:30 ~ Don Picard 
(7 Sun. Ordinary Time) Formation Session ï The Early Church 

& Church History    

BOTW 9:00 Mass (Bill Parsons) Spaghetti Dinner in SM Hall 

LENT 
February 22:   7:00pm Mass 
(Ash Wednesday) No Formation Session 

BOTW (Bill Parsons) 

Fri., Feb. 24 - Stations of the Cross  & Confessions @ SM 
 

February 26:  10:30 - 12:00 ~ Nita Leschinger 

(1st Sunday of Lent) Formation Session ï Nicene Creed 

BOTW 9:00 Mass (Bill Parsons) 

Fri., March 2 - Stations of the Cross  & Confessions @ SM 
 

March 4:  9:00 - 10:15 ~ Linda Hubert 

(2nd Sunday of Lent) Formation Session ï The Lordôs Prayer 

BOTW 9:00 Mass (Bill Parsons) 

10:30 The Rite of Sending 
3pmðThe Rite of ElectionðChrist the RedeemerðHouston 

Fri., March 9 - Stations of the Cross & Confessions @ SM 

Please keep all of our men and 
women in the military in your 

prayers, especially -  
 

Brian Perry E6 & Matthew Perry E5  

Major John Adams  

1st Lt. USMC Jeff Vickers  

Lt. Col. John E. Tryon  

LCpl. Jeremy Angenend  

SSG. Rueben Rust  

Josh Wizinsky  

Randall Chastant  

Jason Parsons  

Roger Wiseneske  

Ryan Williams  

Lauren (Osterman) Williams  

LCpl. Steven Patrick Bay  
Lt. James Horne  
Jeremy Gonzales  

 

If you have a loved one serving 
in the armed forces and would 
like to include them in our pray-

ers, please contact the  
parish office by phone at 

936-894-2223 or e-mail at in-
fo@smsj.org. 

St. Mary Cemetery  

Committee MeetinG  
 

On the 4th Tuesday of 

every month at 7:00pm 

In the St. Maryõs Family 

Life Center..  

mailto:dpicard@consolidated.net


 
  

 
 

March, 2012 

March 4 Gertrude Tepera & Suzanne Hoffart 

March 11 Kathy Burzynski 

March 18 Sandra Naski 

March 25 Sylvia Corolla & Anne Mannina 

  

            
                          

                              St. Josephõs Coffee Servers                    

 

February, 2012 

February 5 Barbara Fougeron 

February 12 Helen Caves 

February 19 Mildred Gabriel 

February 26 Theresa Rauschek 

  

 

ST. JOSEPHôS ALTAR SOCIETY 

The St. Josephôs Altar Society will meet this month at the hall 
after the 9:00am mass on Tues., February 14, 2012. 

All ladies are encouraged to attend. 

        Altar  Care 
 

 

St. Maryõs 
FEBRUARY 

Pam Poole & Cheryl Hockberger 
MARCH  

Ethel Barbossa & Elaine Carroll 
 

St. Josephõs 

FEBRUARY 
Judy Noski, Mary Ann Waters & Suzanne Hoffart 

MARCH  
Swanda Smith & Anne Mannina 

 
 

Thank you for a wonderful job 
keeping our churches looking great! 

ST. MARYõS ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS ~ FEBRUARY, 2012  
~~ MEETING  ~ TUES., FEBRUARY 14, 2012 ~ 6:00 PM AT ST. MARYõS PARISH HALL ~~ 

  Sunday 
  Refreshment 
  Servers for 
  FEBRUARY 

Feb. 5 Claire Harris, Adrienne Padalino, Nancy Smith, Glenda Brown, Katie Schwartz, Pat Brownlee, 
Micki Tichacek 

Feb. 12 Mary Ann Jordon, Patty Card, Dixie Puccetti, Cynthia Keasling, Joan Kura, Jeannette Raines, 
Zina Ulicnik 

Feb. 19 ST. MARYõS ALTAR SOCIETY SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Feb. 26 Pam Poole, Cheryl Hochberger, Patty Jones, Pam Alexander, Elaine Carroll, Lorraine Nilson, 
Ronnie Bochat 

  

Monthly Meeting Hostesses: Mary Ann Jordon, Jane Iribarren, JoAnn Purcell 

ST. MARYõS ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS ~ MARCH, 2012  
~~ MEETING  ~ TUES., MARCH 13, 2012 ~ 6:00 PM AT ST. MARYõS PARISH HALL ~~ 

Program: Seder Meal presentation  

 

  Sunday 
  Refreshment 
  Servers for 
  MARCH 

Mar. 4 MENõS CLUB BLOOD DRIVE 

Mar. 11 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Mar. 18 ST. JOSEPHõS TABLEñST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Mar. 25 Geraldine Ulbricht, Florine Hock, Ann Swonke, Norma Howard, Lucy Lewis, Elizabeth Maywald, 
Betty Fuchs 

  

Monthly Meeting Hostesses: Joanne Naughton, Liz Torres, Henri Hiott 

 

 



From the Desk of Fr. Kelly: 
 

What a Weekend!    January 14th & 15th were days Iôll long remember.  Iôm sure that those 

whoôve read my previous contributions to our bulletins [or have heard my homilies] know that 

one of the things very dear to my heart is our responsibility as Catholics to pray for vocations to 

lives of service within the Church ï including not only for priestly vocations, but also to the 

diaconate and to the religious life as sisters and brothers.   This special weekend showed that these prayers are 

effective.  In our Sunday masses that weekend, we heard in our first reading [1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19] Godôs  

repeated calling of the young man Samuel to be a prophet ï but it was not until Samuel had answered this call 

[saying: ñSpeak Lord, for your servant is listening!ò] that he actually became Godôs prophet ï a prophet who 

accomplished great things, including being the one who called David to be Israelôs king.  On Saturday the 14th,  

I was privileged to be a part of a contemporary fulfillment of Samuelôs experience when I participated in the 

first of this yearôs archdiocesan priestly ordinations. [There will be another in June when five more will be  

ordained.] Two men were ordained priests that Saturday, including Rev. Thomas Hawxhurst whom I taught 

during my first semester at UST in 1985.   After he graduated he spent two years in the Coast Guard, completed 

a masters degree in history and then taught for twelve years at Incarnate Word High School in Houston.  Dur-

ing that time, God was calling him; five years ago Fr. Tom answered this call and entered the seminary where I 

again was privileged to teach him.  I was humbled when he asked me to vest him at his ordination; as I did, I 

could not help but pray not only that God would bless Fr. Tom with a long and fruitful ministry, but also that 

many, many more would, like Fr. Tom, answer Godôs call to lives of service in the Church.  I urge you all to 

continue praying with me for this so that the Church will have the priests and other ministers we need. 

 

Your new Aggie:   Earlier today [January 17th] I taught my first class in Aggieland.  All went well ï the  

students survived, Iôm OK and A&M is still standing.  I know youôll all be amused that [for some reason] one 

of the students commented to me after class that it was nice having a prof whom he could hear so clearly ï I 

chuckled.  Iôll keep you filled in next month. 

 

Prayer for Christian Unity:   From January 18th to the 25th [the eight days between the feast of the Chair of 

Saint Peter and that of the Conversion of Saint Paul], the Church observed our yearly time of prayer for that 

unity for which Jesus prayed:  ñI pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the 

world may believe that you sent me.ò  [John 17:20-21]   As Roman Catholics, we do not know what form the 

unity that God wants for us will eventually take, but we do know we must seek it.  Once I read something like 

this:  ñSeeking Christian Unity is like climbing a mountain, the top of which is shrouded by a cloud. You do 

not know what you will find up there, but you know you must make the climb.ò  And how do we make this 

climb?  It is by the prayer Christ requested. 

This week of prayer began in 1908 when Father Paul James Watson, a priest and monk in the 

Protestant Episcopal Church, became convinced of the validity of the Roman Catholic Church and began [as an  

Episcopalian] public prayers seeking the unification of Christians.  A group of Episcopal nuns founded 

by Sr. Lurana White soon joined in these devotions.  As Episcopalians, Father Paul and Sister Lurana envi-

sioned it to be a time of prayer for the reunion of their fellow Episcopalians with Rome. In 1909, Father     

Watsonôs order, the Society of the Atonement, popularly known as the Graymoor friars, entered as a body into 

full communion with the Catholic Church.  Father Paul was later ordained a Catholic Priest and the Graymoor 

friars and nuns continued striving toward the eventual unification of Episcopalians and Catholics. 

In 1916 Pope Benedict XV extended their eight days of prayer for Church Unity to the universal 

church. After Vatican II, this week of prayer took an ecumenical turn; as a result, it is today observed by many 

churches as a time to join themselves with Christôs prayer ñthat all may be one.ò   Pope John Paul IIôs encycli-

cal Ut Unum Sint  [May They All Be One] further urged the Church to continue this prayer. 

Two years ago, our Pope Benedict XVI continued the Churchôs call for all Catholics to be a part of this 

prayer,  stressing the "necessity" of this prayer for unity.  He regularly urges us all to pray [as St. Paul told the 

Thessalonians] without growing weary for the unity of the Church.  I challenge you ï as did St. Paul, Father 

Watson, Sister Lurana and Pope Benedict:  Pray for the unity of all mankind in the one Church of Christ. 



There is a required preparation process that must 

be  completed before one can marry in the Catholic 

Church - so start early! 

FYI:  
¶ Wedding date must be approved by Fr. Ed 

before beginning marriage preparation.  

¶ Contact the Busaôs @ 

fbusa@embarqmail.com,(936) 870-4145 or 

(936) 825-1503 to check available dates and 

discuss marriage preparation (FOCCUS, Initial 

Interview, etc.)  

¶ Hall rentals for reception are handled by the 

church office @ (936) 894-2223.  

¶ Contact Wedding Coordinator/ Music Director 

Linda Armstrong after date is approved @ 

(936) 825-0565. She will set up a rehearsal 

time and will work with you re your wedding 

music.  

¶ Ask about NFP (Natural Family Planning)  
 

Remember:  

Itôs not the wedding that counts,  

itôs the marriage!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

One of the languages the human body ñspeaksò is 

the language of love, spoken in a unique way by the 

sexual powers. At its core, Natural Family Planning 

(NFP) is really learning about this language of the 

sexual powers by observing, recording and inter-

preting the bodily signs of human fertility. In other 

words, NFP is fertility awareness, the knowledge of 

a coupleôs fertility, and is a means of reading the 

bodyôs signs of fertility and infertility. 

Many people have trouble understanding the differ-

ence between Natural Family Planning and the un-

natural means of birth control. Some believe they 

are the same because the ñendò ð the regulation of 

births ð is the same. But, NFP is inherently differ-

ent from all other methods. 

To understand why, we must first understand our 

call to love as God loves, since we are made in his 

image and likeness. Based on the ultimate act of 

love ð Christôs self-gift on the cross ð we can see 

characteristics that illustrate how to love as God 

loves. Love is a decision ð giving for the good of 

the other. Each spouse must choose to give himself 

or herself as a permanent gift to the other. This 

choice to become a self-gift involves knowledge of 

the value and dignity of the spouse. In addition, 

God created man and woman so that the intimate 

physical gift of love between husband and wife can 

be life-giving. When properly understood, this abil-

ity to participate in the power of creation is itself a 

great gift to the couple because only human beings 

can give life to new unique persons of equal value 

to themselves. Each child is another expression of 

God in this world and will live for all eternity.  

But, if any of these five characteristics of love is 

missing in the marital act, our act of ñloveò falls 

short of loving each other as God intended. Thatôs 

whatôs wrong with contraception ð in all forms 

of contraception, at least one of the characteristics 

of love is missing. 

Visit the Couple to Couple League at www.ccli.org 

to understand more about Natural Family Planning. 

PLANNING A MARRIAGE ? 

Annulments 

& Divorces 

Certified Case Sponsors: 
 

Walter & Francell Busa: 

(936) 870-4145 or 

fbusa@embarqmail.com  

Wes & Linda Hubert: 

(936) 449-6868 or wlhu-

bert@consolidated.net  

http://www.ccli.org/


wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ - !! aŜŜǝƴƎǎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
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~ Nursing Home Day ~   
Tues., February 21, 2012. 

Contact 
Pam Alexander 

for more information.  

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  

LOANER PROGRAM  
 

The rummage sale has been receiving 
donations of medical equipment. Since 
we do not sell this type of equipment at 
the sale, St. Maryôs is beginning a loaner 
program for anyone who is in need. For 
equipment availability  
or questions about the  
program, contact  
Tom Schwartz at  
936-647-2085. 

GUARDIAN ANGELS NEWS 
 

Officerõs meeting is scheduled for 10:00am 
Tues., February 7 in the SM FLC.  
 
 

 

BINGO  will take place on 
Tues., February  21, 2012 in 
the SM Hall from 10amñ
2pm. 

ANDERSON KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS #4054  
 

Meets every 2nd & 4th Monday @ 7pm @ the 

KC Hall in Anderson. All men are welcome. 

 

 

Tom & Ann Schwartz 

have started taking 

rummage sale items 

for next year. 
 

 

 

They will be working out in the barn 

on Wednesdays & Thursday afternoon. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

NEXT SALE: OCTOBER 13, 2012 

LENT BEGINS 

FEBRUARY 22! 
 

We have books and 

pamphlets to 

guide you 

through this 

special season. 

FEBRUARY IS GUEST MONTH AT 

THE ST. MARY -ST. JOSEPH  

GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE STUDY!  

All family members, parishioners, neighbors and friends are 
invited to come. This is a Catholic-based bible study but not 
limited to Catholics. This will enable anyone who thinks they 
might be interested in joining our next study on Acts: The 
Spread of the Kingdom to come visit one of the classes of 
our current study, The Gospel of Matthew. You can see 
what The Great Adventure Bible Study is all about!!! These 
classes are Thursday mornings from 10am until 12 noon 
and Thursday evenings from 7-9pm. PLEASE JOIN US at 
any of the classes in February!!! 

 
 
 

If you have any further 
questions, contact: 
Freddie Seale: 

Home: 936-582-7095 
Cell: 214-535-6488 

Email: fseale2@yahoo.com 



Visit TOPS Now!  
 

TOPS would like to invite you to visit our group. 
The Plantersville TOPS Chapter meets weekly on 
Thursday evenings in the Family Life Center at St. 
Maryõs. Weigh-in is from 5:30-5:55pm and our 

meeting starts at 6:00pm and is over no later than 
7:00pm. Hope to see you there. 

 

For more information, contact 
Pam Evans @ 936-419-6099. 

 

From theVocations 
Committee 

 

TRAVELING MONSTRANCE COMING TO 
OUR PARISH SOON! 

An Archdiocesan Adoration for Vocations Initiative 
 

Our parishes are scheduled to receive the Archdiocesan trav-
eling monstrance on January 29, 2012 where Eucharistic Ado-
ration for Vocations will take place. Christ will be present on 
the altar, waiting to speak to each of us! 
 

St. Mary and St. Joseph will have Exposition on the following 
dates and times:  
 

Sunday - January 29th after the 10:30am Mass at St. Maryôs 
Tuesday - January 31st after the 9am Mass at St. Josephôs 
Wednesday - February 1st during CCE at St. Maryôs 
Thursday ï February 2nd for the Holy Trinity Co-op at St. 
Maryôs after mass until noon 
Sunday - February 5th after the 7:30am Mass at St. Josephôs 
Tuesday - February 7th after the 9am Mass at St. Josephôs 
Wednesday - February 8th after the 9am Mass at St. Maryôs 
Thursday ï February 9th for the Adult Bible Study & Holy  
Trinity Co-op at St. Maryôs from noon until 3pm 
Saturday - February 11th after the 5:30pm Mass at St. Maryôs 
 

All are invited. Mark your calendars and join us with all our 
brothers and sisters in the archdiocese to pray to the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into his vineyard. 

 

THE GABRIEL  

PROJECT  
is the parish -based crisis 

pregnancy intervention  

program.  If you would like to 

assist with this ministry, 

please contact Wanda OõBrien at 936-597-

6328 or tjobrien911@consolidated.net to see 

how you can put your specific talent to use.   

If you are someone in need of the services of 

THE GABRIEL PROJECT, please use the 

contact information above.   

Information will stay confidential.  

The Stitchinô 
Sisters  
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Dominos anyone?  
Anyone and everyone is invited to join the Dom-
ino Club. Fun and games will be had by all eve-
�U�\���7�X�H�V�G�D�\���D�W���6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V���)�D�P�L�O�\���/�L�I�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U����

from 11:30am-3:00pm (except on the 3rd Tuesday 
when there are games in the hall.)   

Bring a snack to share!                   

For more info, 
call the office @ 936-894-2223. 

 
 

There is a healing mass every 

First Wednesday of each 

month at 9:00am &  

confessions at St. Maryôs every 

Wednesday from 6:30-8:30pm. 

  
 A Scout is Reverent:  
One of the key tenets of Scouting is "duty 
to God."   
The Following Boy Scouts from the parish have earned 
their Ad Altare Dei  religious award.  Please help us 
congratulate them on their hard work as they will be 
presented their award in an Archdiocesan Catholic 
Committee on Scouting Ceremony on Sunday, Feb. 5.  

Chris Welsh, Evan Herzog, Aubrey Herzog,  
Lucas Kretzschmar, Jack Vickers  


